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BCLS ''Rules'': 
Mary Squiers Directs Reform Movement in Local Rules 
By Mike Klein 
On the wall inside Mary Squiers' office in Room 407 
is a sign reading, "I Never Met a Local Rule I Didn't 
Like." After meeting over 5000 local rules from 94 U.S. 
district courts since 1986, it's a wonder Squiers hasn't 
turned the sign around. 
Squiers is the director of the Local Rules Project 
(LRP), which was established by the U.S. Judicial 
Conference's Committee on Rules of Practice and Proce-
dure. The committee selected Dean Coquillette as its 
reporter in 1985, authorizing him to organize the project. 
The dean housed the LRP at BCLS in the fall of 1986. 
With the help of the law school's resources, Squiers 
completed the job of evaluating ~e local rules of civil 
procedure, appellate procedure, and admiralty last month. 
Her report was the first study of local rules since 1940. 
Zoom 
Local rules govern both the "wide-angle view" and 
the "close-up" of procedure and evidence. They cover 
everything from admission to the bar of a district court to 
filing requirements to discovery. Rule 83 of the Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure authorizes district courts to 
create local rules "governing [their] practice not incon-
sistent" with the federal rules. 
The problem is that local rules are often inconsistent 
with each other. For instance, an attorney admitted in one 
federal district court may be unable to appear before 
another district court because the second court requires a 
longer period of practice to be admitted to its bar. Many 
courts also have different limits on the number of inter-
rogatories allowed. 
Dean Daniel Coquiellette is the reporter to the U.S. 
Judicial Conference's Committee on Rules of 
Practice and Procedure. 
Put One Foot in Front of the Other 
The first step of the Local Rules Project was to collect 
all the local rules from each of the 94 U.S. district courts 
and organize them. There is no uniform numbering 
system for local rules, making the attempt to catalog them 
no mean feat. Squiers, a 1980 graduate ofBCLS who had 
five years' experience in civil practice ( mostly in medical 
malpractice and product liability) before directing the 
LRP, found her prowess with a Macintosh computer 
more useful than her law background for this task. 
MacMary 
Computer programs helped Squiers to separate the 
rules by subject matter and to earn the nickname 
"MacMary ." She said, "I made my own outline of what 
the rules did. After reading every rule from each jurisdic-
tion, I numbered the rule according to where it would 
loosely fit in the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure." As a 
result, the final report is organized by topic, not rule 
number, and has such headings as "Pleadings and Mo-
tions" and "Depositions and Discovery." 
The resulting analysis allowed Squiers to determine if 
a rule was inconsistent with or repeated a federal rule, if 
a particular local rule was effective, and if a particular 
local rule should be incorporated into the federal rules if 
it addressed an issue of broad concern. There are as many 
as 800 possible conflicts between local and federal rules, 
and many partial or complete repetitions. 
Strike a Pose 
Squiers drafted model rules both for rules that require 
diversity and rules that should be uniform throughout the 
districts. Rules which should differ among the different 
districts include those governing pretrial procedures and · 
the mechanics of a trial. "Bad" local rules which should 
be consistent with each other involve such topics as the 
availability and procedures for interrogatories. The report 
on civil rules made recommendations to each of the 94 
district courts regarding all of their rules. 
The LRP concluded that about 3000 local rules don't 
need to exist because they duplicate federal rules or 
statutes. Another 3000 rules should remain, some with 
moqification. Do we really need three thousand local 
rules? "We found that fewer may not be better," Squiers 
said. "Our agenda was not to slash the rules, and that's not 
what we wound up doing." 
National Recognition 
The LRP's report has been distributed to all 94 U.S. 
district courts and has helped to bring wide-spread recog-
nition to BCLS. During the early stages of the project, 
approximately 25 prominent judges and academics at-
tended a two-day conference in Bar at House to study the 
preliminary findings of the LRP in November 1987. "It 
was good for us to get the exposure, and it was good for 
Mary Squiers, Director of the Local Rules Project. 
the legal community to know that our report was com-
ing," Squiers said. 
The U.S. Judicial Conference's Committee on Rules 
of Practice and Procedure, which authorized the study of 
local rules in 1984, consists of judges, legal practitioners, 
and academics. Some of the committee members who 
worked most closely with Squiers and Dean Coquillette 
were Judge Robert Keeton of the U.S. district court in 
Boston, Judge Joseph Weis of the Third Circuit, and 
Judge J:>ierce Lively, former chief judge of the Sixth 
Circuit and who is now on senior status. 
"The committee is pleased with our report," said 
Squiers, who remains active at BCLS as the academic 
advisor to the Board of Student Advisors and as an ILPR 
instructor. "We have concrete responses for problems we 
encountered, and we've also educated the courts by 
telling them what the other district courts are doing. This 
should help make the rules better." 
Squiers helped to spread the positive effect of the 
project through the school in the last five years. "Having 
access to our faculty and our library was an asset," 
Squiers said. "I also had two students working for me, 
and it was nice to get them involved in the project." 
The LRP should have a lasting impact on the way law 
is practiced in the federal courts. "The project was really 
law reform to make the courts run more effectively for 
everyone," Squiers said. "I think we really made a 
difference." 
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WAYNE'S LAW SCHOOL · 
A Totally Excellent Guide to Citation Form 
By Mike Klein 
Voiceover: You're watching Community Access 
Channel 3, Newton, Massachusetts. 
[Your TV shows a scene of a law library as you hear:] 
Wayne and Garth (together, as Wayne strums guitar]: 
WAYNE'S LAW SCHOOL! WAYNE'S LAW 
SCHOOL! PARTY TIME! EXCELLENT! 
Garth: Welcome back to Wayne's Law School, 
everyone. Here's your host, Waaaayne Campbell! 
Wayne: Hi, and welcome back to Wayne's Law 
School. I'm your excellent host, Wayne Campbell. 
With me as always is Garth. 
Garth: Party on, Wayne. 
Wayne: Party on, Garth. We apologize for the long 
heinous hiatus since our last session, but Garth 
and I got totally hosed during the first semester 
and we both just totally freaked. 
Garth: We had so much work, I wanted to hurl. 
Wayne: If you hurl, I'll spew. 
Garth: Man, I don't want to smell any spew whiff. 
Wayne: 'Nuff said there, my faithful olfactory com-
panion. To let you folks at home know exactly 
what Garth and I went through before Christmas 
break, it's time for our . . . 
Wayne and Garth [together, as Wayne strums guitar]: 
YEAR IN REVIEW! YEAR IN REVIEW! YEAR 
IN REVIEW! 
Wayne: OK, excellent! First, our exams. Garth? 
Garth: I took Professor Hillinger's contracts exam. I 
just asked her about my grade and she looked at 
me and said, "You? C .. . C." Kinda weird. 
Wayne: I had Professor Berry's contracts exam. He 
and Professor Lichtenstein acted out a totally 
bogus scenario that we had to write _about. I 
thought both roles were too exaggerated and 
played with an unsatisfying sense of malaise and 
banality. This show definitely should have gotten 
more seasoning before opening at the height of the 
Christmas season. An egregious error by the 
production staff and a fatal faux pas. In short, it 
sucked. 
Garth: We also had memos to write for Legal Research 
and Writing. 
Wayne: And how did yours go, Garth? 
Garth: I enjoyed it. . . NOT! A totally weirded-out story 
of some guy who suffered intentional infliction of 
emotional distress from having to watch a fellow 
student try to figure out correct Blue Book 
citation. 
Wayne: Yeah-that Blue Book really makes a lot of 
sense ... NOT! What is it with those bone-heads at 
Harvard who print this thing? Like, we're sup-
posed to be mind readers to figure how to find 
stuff? 
Garth: As if ... 
Wayne: Yeah, sure. 
Garth: So, as a public service, Wayne and I propose 
our.own citation form for you to use on your own 
memos. 
Wayne and Garth [together, as Wayne strums guitar]: 
WAYNE'S CITE FORM! WAYNE'S CITE 
FORM! WAYNE' S CITE FORM!! 
Wayne: Totally excellent! OK, the first rule in 
Wayne's Citation Form is you don't need to cite 
anything. If you want to say something in a memo, 
go ahead and say it without any authority backing 
it up. 
Garth: Yeah-we'll believe you. 
Wayne:_ Second rule: long form is out, short form is in. 
Garth: Yeah-the long form is just filled with a lot of 
junk that takes up too much space in your memo 
anyway. 
Wayne: Consider it "memo economy." And the short 
form has only gotta have the name of the case, like 
Joe v. The Volcano, and where you can find it in 
the library, as if someone is really gonna go 
lookin' up YOUR cite to check it out. 
Garth: As if ... 
Wayne: Yeah, sure. So this is how you would cite Joe 
v. The Volcano: "BC Law Library, first floor, to 
the left of the really big tables about half-way . 
down, third shelf up." 
Garth: That makes it way-easy to find . 
Wayne: And no annoying periods or numbers to leave 
out so your teaching assistants don't have to prove 
their anal compulsiveness by writing [ said in a 
whiny voice] "There should be a space between 
'F.' and 'Supp.' but not between 'F.' and '2nd' ." 
It'll make things easier for everyone. 
Garth: EXCELLENT! . . \ . 
Wayne: Party time with the Blue Book! They shoot 
they score! 
Garth: Time for our song, Wayne! 
Wayne and Garth [together, as Wayne plays his guitar 
to the tune of "The Flintstones"]: 
Blue Book, hate the Blue Book 
So confusing, makes me want to scream 
Blue Book, lose your Blue Book 
Rip a page and end your misery. 
Wayne and Garth [together, as Wayne strums guitar]: 
That's all the time we have on Wayne's Law 
School! Good night and party on! 
- ALUMNI NEWS 
The Massachusetts Association for the Blind elected 
four new board members at its October 1990 meeting 
held at the Brookline Holiday Inn. 
John Fleming of W . Quincy, Peter Haley of Cam-
bridge, Frances Shifman of Newton and Lawrence Turner 
of Needham w.ete e lected to 3 year terms. 
A former corpora tor of MAB, Peter Haley '84, is a 
partner in the law firm of Gordon & Wise, a practice 
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concentrated in litigation and bankruptcy. A graduate of 
Northwestern University and Boston College Law School, 
Haley will chair the agency's human rights committee. 
Haley resides in Cambridge with his wife and two chil-
dren. 
The Massachusetts Association for the Blind is a non-
profit organization, founded in 1903, and committed to 
increasing independence, self-reliance and equal oppor-
tunity among the blind, visually impaired and 
multihandicapped population. 
Welcome-Back-Dean Look-A-Likes 
Essayist A.J. Liebling Deaniest Dan Coquillette 
Canine Pooch-A-Likes 
LassieandRoddyMcDowall:LassieComeHome The Amazing Holly Pup: Mary (Squiers) Come 
Home 
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LSA Planning Fundraiser and Return of Dean's Prom 
By Matt McGinnis and Joan Yanofsky 
The LSA has several events planned for the spring 
semester. In coordination with other Boston area law 
schools, BCLS is sponsoring a fundraiser at Zanzibar on 
Wednesday, February 13. All money raised will go the 
charity. On Friday, March 1, the Snack Bar will be the site 
of the spectacular Dean's Prom. Drinks are on the Dean, 
and students can win valuable prizes in the costume 
contest (theme to be determined). And, of course, there 
will be a St. Patrick's Day Party on Friday, March 15 . . 
On the sports scene, the LSA has procured a block of 
seats for upcoming BC hockey and basketball games. 
BCLS will have tickets to the Red Sox Opening Day as 
well. Watch future Counselors for more details. 
The LSA is also going to start a flag football league; 
let us know if you are i~terested in playing. 
LSA meetings are held every Friday in Room 103 at 
noon. All students are invited to attend. 
The Host With the Most: 
Lisa and Danny were the king and the queen of the prom last year. The Dean's Prom-site of many intimate moments. 
• ValentinJs Special • 
IT ONLY TAKES TWO TO SA VE AN EXTRA $100! 
HERE'S THE DEAL: 
Any two unregistered people { 'I 41 } can sign-up together 
for any SMH course, and BOTH will get an additional $50 
off the current discounted course price! 
So find a friend now {W W } becausethis special offer 
will end on Feb. 14th! 
See an SMH Rep today, or call the SMH office nearest you. 
BAR REVIEW 
Outside MA (800) 343-9188 Inside MA (800) 453-2266 Boston 7 42-3900 or 666-8700 
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STUDENT LEADERS IN THE LAW 
ABA Coininittee Helps To Thaw Cold War 
By Marian Bloss 
Drake Law School 
The legal profession has been getting "good press" 
lately, thanks to an Individual Rights and Responsibili-
ties Committee endeavor that has focused considerable 
positive attention on the American Bar Association. 
Even the Today show and 60 Minutes, as well as the 
New York Times, Washington Post, and Wall Street 
Journal, have taken notice of the highly successful 
"Soviet Lawyer Internship Project," sponsored by the 
IRR Section for the past two years. 
In April 1990, the first 17 attorneys from the Soviet 
Union headed home after spending seven months in 
work-study internships in 11 states with American law 
firms, corporation, prosecutors, public defenders and 
law schools. Those eight women and nine men had been 
chosen from a pool of 162 initial Soviet applicants. 
Last May, an additional 19 Soviet lawyers; semi-
finalists from that applicant pool, were brought to 
Miami, New York and Washington, D.C. in order to 
participate in professional gatherings with the Young 
Lawyers Division of the ABA. 
In February the section plans to bring at least 30 
more Soviet lawyers to the U.S. for internships lasting 
from seven to 10 months. This annual program is 
presently funded py the Soros Foundation, an Ameri-
can-based organization that fosters cooperation be-
tween the Soviet Union and the United States. 
In June 1990, the ABA approved our sponsoring 
internships for young attorneys from throughout Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe, based upon the success of the 
Soviet project. A grant has been offered by the Inter-
national Academy of Trial Lawyers Foundation for 
$50,000 to begin this project, and the Bar Association 
of Czechoslovakia has already offered to cooperate. 
The ABA' s Section on Individual Rights & Respon-
sibilities is also active in other areas of concern to law 
students. These include rights of women and the disad-
vantaged and minorities, AIDS education and legal 
services, nuclear arms control, international human 
rights, environmental and consumer protection, immi-
gration, criminal justice, the death penalty, the First 
Amendment, privacy, and other crucial "people issues" 
of our time. 
If these issues are related to any of the reasons why 
you came to law school in the first place, then you owe 
it to yourself to join this section. As a member, you will 
receive the section's magazine, Human Rights, three 
time.s yearly, as well as a newsletter containing timely 
informationregardingthesection'songoingworkwithin 
the American Bar Association. Ask your dean or your 
ABNLSD representative for an application. 
Students Want Their Share of Pro Bono Responsibility 
Angered that low-income America])s cannot afford brought together students from over 90 law schools 
a lawyer, students from over half the nations law schools around the country. It also follows a vote in favor of a 
launched a campaign for pro bono work in law school pro bono requirement by the student division of the 
that could add millions of hours of legal services to the American Bar Association. 
poor. 
Students from several schools-including Harvard, 
the University of Hawaii, Whittier, Hastings, 
Georgetown, the University of Michigan, and Ameri-
can University-announced the formation of a new 
group called "Law Students for Pro Bono." The goal of 
the group's campaign is to incorporate a pro bono 
requirement into the traditional curriculum at each of 
the nation's 175 accredited law schools. 
"In the United States, the principle 'equal justice 
under the law' really means 'equal justice under the law 
for the few'," said Sandra Hauser, a third-year law 
student at Harvard and an organizer of the campaign. "It 
is time for our legal educators, the leaders of our 
profession, and the Bush White House to realize that 
our legal system is not delivering on its promise of 
justice for all." 
Citing a report of the American Bar Association that 
shows nine out of 10 l_egal needs of the poor go unmet, 
Law Students for Pro Bono aims to organize student 
campaigns at every law school in the country with the 
goal of making pro bono work a required part of legal 
education by the year 2000. The group has enlisted the 
National Association for Public Interest Law (NAPIL) 
to coordinate the effort. 
Announcement of the campaign came on the heels 
of NAPIL's public interest law conference, which 
"It is a fact that 33 percent of African-Americans 
in the United States live in poverty," said Juliette 
Williams, a Georgetown law student and the national 
president of the Black Law Students Association. "I 
am taking part in this organizing campaign because it 
is imperative that more programs be created to increase 
the amount of legal services available to the 
underrepresented." 
"The legal profession is grossly failing to deliver," 
said consumer advocate Ralph Nader, who came Ol}t 
in support of the law students' effort. "Most lawyers 
are working for polluters and not the environment, for 
landlord~ and :not tenants, for management and not 
workers, for the wealthy and not the poor. Under the 
campaign announced today [Oct. 22], law students 
around the country are working to change that." 
"Under pro bono programs established at their 
schools, students will be working on the critical issues 
of the day and learning how to meet their professional 
obligations in advancing justice in their society," 
Nader said. 
If each of the nation's 129,000 law students per-
formed 100 hours of pro bono work per year, they 
would be providing 12.9 million hours of legal ser-
vices. Given that pro bono cases take an estimated ten 
hours, it is possible . that upwards of one million 
Americans can have some of their legal needs met if 
COMMENTARY 
the requirement is adopted by the nation's law schools. 
"There is still a critical need for the legal profession 
as a whole and the government through such programs 
as the Legal Services Corporation, which has been 
seriously underfunded by the Reagan and Bush Admin-
istrations, to meet their obligation to delivering access 
to justice to the poor," said Matt Nicely, student body 
president at American University Law School. 
A pro bono requirement already has been adopted 
by Tulane, the University of Pennsylvania, Valparaiso 
and Florida State. Several other law schools are cur-
rently considering such a program, including Hawaii, 
Harvard, UCLA and Stetson in St. Petersburg, Florida. 
"In the classroom we learn that the United States 
more than any other country in the world promises 
every person a fair shot in court," said Scott Saiki, a 
student at the University of Hawaii Law School. "On 
the streets outside we find a tragically different story." 
"We find people evicted because they cannot afford 
to go to housing court, we find battered women do not 
have the money to hire a lawyer, and we find elderly 
people who cannot enforce their rights under the law 
because of lack of money," added Saiki. "These prob-
lems must be incorporated into our education so we can 
start doing something about them now, and so that we 
will be better equipped to deal with them when we 
graduate." 
Editor's Note: The National Association for Public 
Interest Law prepared this article. 
Getting Used to Being ''Politically Correct'' 
By Mark Robins 
Percolating through the editorial pages of The Wall 
Street Journal over the past year has been a new slogan for 
the oppressed: "politically correct" ("PC" for insiders). 
Politically correct thinking is allegedly tormenting a seg-
ment of our population much the way McCarthyism did 
some years ago. The oppressed in this case, however, are 
not the disenfranchised minorities, not those who have 
faced reduced opportunity because of their sexual gender, 
nor those who have faced persecution for their sexual 
orientation. The tables are turned. The oppressed are white 
males. And what is this horrible oppression they face? The 
great liberal elite is bringing social force to bear upon these 
white males to prevent them from calling women "girls," 
harassing minorities and insulting homosexuals. Even 
worse, our educational institutions are trying to teach this 
politically correct way of thinking. Worse still, they may 
get the idea of teaching our students about such radical 
ideas as those expressed in the Bill of Rights. Horrors! 
Cats and Dogs Living Together 
This was my initial reaction to most of the right-wing 
columnists, and I think there is still some merit to a good 
deal of skepticism toward this hysteria. Our poor politi-
cally oppressed minority has, after all, been powerful 
enough to capture the media's coverage of the issue 
(all the way to the cover of Newsweek) and frame the 
terms of the debate. Considering the number of truly 
disenfranchised groups in the country who are still 
suffering from generations of discrimination and who 
face what amounts to a lock-out from mainstream 
America, the "politically correct" issue has received 
incredibly disproportionate coverage. 
The Big Picture 
This skepticism is not to say these stories do not 
touch upon real problems fulminating on our cam-
puses. Most who write on college issues by starting 
with the "politically correct" focus, however, miss 
much of the big picture, no matter how many horror 
stories they drum up about academic disciplinary 
boards running wild (and I do not mean to condone 
such episodes if they are truly excessive). The big 
picture portrays a rising scale of ethnic and racial 
violence and intimidation in America's universities 
over the past several years. These incidents, typified 
by the spate of attacks on blacks at the University of 
Massachusetts, which began a few years ago, never 
seem to occur to the editorial and op-ed writers who have 
appointed themselves guardians of the politically op-
pressed. 
The big picture also reveals an alarming percentage of 
women who experience rape during their college years. 
Meanwhile, college males are not afraid to reveal to 
television interviewers their belief that when women say 
"no" they generally mean "yes." Frequently, the academic 
disciplinary boards treat these incidents like cheating on an 
exam-it hasn't occurred to them that they may need to 
develop mechanisms of a different nature for such prob-
lems. For some reason, t~ese issues do not occur to the 
guardians of the politically oppressed when they denounce 
attempts to make language gender neutral as totalitarian. 
Well, since we are talking about universities, and since 
supposedly what they do best is teach, shouldn't we 
perhaps try to teach our students to get along with each 
other and to approach some of these problems? Unfortu-
nately, common sense somehow becomes McCarthyism at 
this point. On one hand, the McCarthyist criticism is 
ludicrous and diverts attention away from the real prob-
lems. On the other hand, however, it is instructive to 
See "Politically Correct," page 7 
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Not Available in Stores! As Seen on TV! 
SIMON & ZYGPLATER'S GREATEST HITS 
Lyrics by Mike Klein 
Now available for a limited time and a limited time 
only, Res Ipsa Loquitor Records proudly announces the 
release of "Simon and Zygplater's Greatest Hits!" This 
dynamic song-writing duo of the Sixties is back on track 
on digitally-remastered, biodegradable compact discs 
featuring their original, environmentally-safe hits! 
Remember back to a simpler time and sing along to 
your favorites, such as 
Justice Bill Rehnquist 
(to "Mrs. Robinson") 
[Refrain} 
And here's to you, Justice Bill Rehnquist 
Green Peace hates you more than you will know 
Woah, woah, woah 
Oh, leave us please, Justice Bill Rehnquist 
Nixon even thought you'd go away_ 
Hey, hey, hey 
Hey, hey, hey 
We'd like to know our Court has wiped you right off 
of their files 
I'd like to tell you stuff about myself 
Look around you, all you see are antithetic eyes 
Stroll around the court and fall into a hole ... 
[Refrain] 
... Where have you gone, Justice Bill Brennan 
Us liberals turn our lonely eyes to you 
Boo-hoo-hoo 
What's that's you say, Justice Bill Rehnquist? 
Good ol' Bill has left and gone away · 
Hey, hey, hey 
Hey, hey, hey. 
Bridge Over Polluted Water 
(to "Bridge Over Troubled Water") 
I;ril so weary 
Of it all 
The fear is in my eyes 
My name he will call 
He's on my side. Woah ... 
These times are rough 
Co-counsel can't be found 
Like a bridge over polluted water 
He will lay me down. 
Like a bridge over polluted water 
He will lay me down. 
Now I'm down and out 
Just want a "B" 
Environmental's not so hard 
But I just have no clue 
'Bout this NEPA part. Woah ... 
When test time comes 
And pain is all around 
Like a bridge over polluted water 
He will lay me down. 
Like a bridge over polluted water 
He will lay me down. 
The Darter 
(to "The Boxer") 
I am just a lawyer, though my story's often told 
You have put up your resistance 
To my plentiful old stories that cause nauseousness. 
All lies, you guess, still you might hear what you want 
to hear and disregard the rest, hm-mm-mm, mm-
mm-mm-mm 
When I left my home for the D of C, I was feeling 
very coy 
In the com~any of Congress, in the quiet of the 
Supreme Court, they were runnin' scared 
Now you lay low, seeking out the crowded corners 
where all sad backbenchers go, 
Looking for the answers only I would know. 
[Refrain] 
My, my, my, I invite you all to see, my, my, my 
How my nuggets take up time, my-my, my my my ... 
In a river swam a darter 
Just a few left, watch them fade 
Must I constantly remind you 
Of every move I gave that court 
They shut me, til I cried out in my anger, "It's your 
shame 




The Sound of Plater 
(to "The Sound of Silence") 
Hello, Ziggy, my old friend 
I've come to hear you talk again 
My graduation's slowly creeping 
Lost many credits while I was sleeping 
And the vision that was tacked up to the board 
I can't ignore-I need four more credits. 
Restless in class, my thoughts do roam 
"Why won't they just leave me alone?" 
I know I'll never be a law school champ 
Two-hour classes always make me cramp. 
Then my ears heard tales of Exxon oil on the sand 
Let's walk the land 
It's just the sound of Plater. 
That's "Simpon and Zygplater's Greatest Hits!" Not 
available in any store! Assume the risk and buy one for 
your friends! 
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Wanted: Less--Abusive Political Campaigns 
By Mark Robins 
After the last election, we are all too painfully aware 
that politics involves some disgusting campaign tech-
niques. In this age of slick, professionally-packaged 
negative television campaigns, however, it is becoming 
difficult to discern acceptable from unacceptable mud-
slinging. Several candidates clearly crossed this fine line, 
engaging in campaigns widely denounced for assaults 
that attacked the opponent through injuring the human 
dignity of various societal groups. The willingness of 
political leaders to condemn these assaults varied widely. 
Unsurprisingly, the White House showed no sensitivity 
to the problem. 
Perhaps the most obvious example of the problem is 
the campaign of the former Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux 
Klan and ex-Nazi, David Duke. Duke's history of political 
discourse is full of racist, sexist, anti-Semetic and gen-
erally bigoted rhetoric. He blames economic disenfran-
chisement of white males in Louisiana on the 
government's transfer of resources to minorities through 
affirmative action and social programs. Segregation and 
purification of the "master race" seem to be his solution. 
He capitalized on fearful and bigoted sentiments to the 
tune of 44 percent of the vote in Louisiana's open primary 
f~wSenate. Much to its credit, the Republican Party 
expressed its horror. 
The Horror, The Horror 
Wasthishorror,however,areactiontoDuke'smessage 
or merely to the unacceptable formalities of his back-
ground (i.e., his membership in such public-spirited 
organizations)? Without the formal trappings of Klan or 
Nazi membership, many Republicans do not seem to 
have a problem with this type of message. Ultra-con-
servative Senator Jesse Helms, for instance, has long 
employed the ugliest of hate-inspired political messages. 
In North Carolina's senatorial race against Harvey Gantt, 
a black candidate, Helms pulled out the heavy artillery. 
Helms apparently convinced the electorate that Gantt 
would take all the jobs away from whites and give them 
to blacks. One of J:Ielm' s television commercials depicted 
white male hands crumpling a letter while a voice ex-
plained that even though this man was best qualified, 
Harvey Gantt's quotas deprived him of the job. In the 
Duke style, this technique nicely combined exaggeration 
of racial fears with recessionary fears. 
Horse's Mouth 
Running neck-and-neck with Helms in the race for 
intolerance among Republican candidates was Clayton 
Williams, who could not seem to get his foot out of his 
mouth in his campaign for governor in Texas. Facing a 
woman, Ann Richards, as an opponent seemed to bring 
out the ugliest in the man. When he was not talking about 
incarcerating half of society or riding horseback on 
television to show his toughness, he tried to demonstrate 
it through his incredibly sexist remarks. Perhaps the most 
eye-opening remark was his analogy of rape to bad 
weather, counseling that if it is inevitable, just relax and 
enjoy it. 
It may be too much to expect that all candidates will 
refrain from employing this type of filth. It is imperative, 
however, that the parties take steps to condemn these 
tactics and discourage theiruse. Why was the Republican 
Party so reticent to make Helms or Williams the outcast 
that they made of Duke? A more troubling issue was 
President Bush's expenditure of so much effort to cam-
paign on behalf of these Neanderthals. 
In answer to questions about the propriety of the 
Helms campaign, Bush's Chief of Staff John Sununu 
responded that the White House eschews racial impropri-
ety in any campaign. That response did little to revoke the 
message of support in Bush's numerous appearances in 
support of Helms. Nor does it diminish the comments by 
William Bennett, Bush's first choice to be the new leader 
of the Republican Party, that Helms' techniques are 
laudable. Does Bush really gain much by having Helms 
in office? Helms is a notorious headache for Republican 
presidents because of his buHying tactics, with issues 
such as the National Endowment for the Arts and because 
of his access to and manipulation of highly sensitive 
intelligence information. Since his re-election, Helms 
bas already attacked the Bush administration's policy on 
the Middle East as being both "anti-Jewish" and "anti-
Christian." 
Bush's desire to shore up his home state with a 
Republican governor for the 1992 election and to deal 
with redistricting following the census is understand-
able. Bush's antipathy toward Richards is also under-
standable in the wake of her assault on Bush at the 
Democratic Convention in 1988. These factors, how-
ever, simply do not mitigate Bush's campaigning for a 
man guilty of propagating such vicious sexism and of 
condoning such violent lawlessness. 
U-G-L-Y! You Ain't Got No Alibi 
This lack of moral leadership is not surprising, given 
that Bush's presidency was born of the same ugly tech-
niques for campaigning that his cronies have recently 
been employing. Bush's famous Willie Horton com-
mercial, depicting a black man of frightening appearance 
who had committed rape and murder while participating 
in a prison furlough program of Michael Dukakis' s was 
a blatant racist appeal. On theMacNeil/Lehrer Newshour, 
c_olumnist Mark Shields explained that Bush realized 
winning the election would require descending to a low 
level of conduct, but Bush sincerely planned to act more 
tolerantly and moderately once in office. While in some 
respects Bush does act moderately, he seems to retain the 
view that no holds are barred in the arena of campaigns. 
This vision is, per usual, myopic in that as president, 
Bush is also the leader of his party. He is the one who must 
take responsibility for its direction and must set the 
standards for conduct. Alas, Bush is not a leader. 
I do not mean to suggest that only Republicans have 
produced this sort of candidate. Massachusetts guberna-
torial candidate John Silber's remarks about Cambodi-
See "Political Campaigns," page 8 
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BCLSSPORTS 
The History of Rugby, Part I 
By Scott Toomey 
The question was asked by a bearded Torts professor: 
Why in heck do people in law school want to go out and 
get their blocks knocked off playing this game called 
rugby? 
The answer requires some background. 
The time was the mid 1840s. The Industrial Revolu-
tion was taking hold in Europe and America. Even as the 
United States was about to fulfill its Manifest Destiny in 
a lopsided war with Mexico, she was sliding closer to a · 
disastrous, fraternal war over whether one person should 
enslave another. France's struggles with the Second 
Republic would soon give way to the enthronement of 
Napoleon II. An intellectual firestorm was brewing in 
Russia over the continued viability or desirability of 
serfdom, even as the Russian Empire pushed further into 
Central Asia and Siberia. The world was taking its first, 
hesitant steps into the modem era, pushed by the intelli-
gence and ambition of its peoples. 
In England, too, momentous events would change the 
future of mankind. This was not the stodgy, Victorian 
England of the 1880s. This was an England led by a 
young and vibrant queen, an outward looking England, 
still riding the wave of prestige and leadership it had 
wrested from Napoleon at Waterloo. The Indian Rebel-
lion had been put down and the Empire extended into 
Afghanistan. English forces routinely went into battle at 
odds of 1-to-5 and longer, emerging victorious time after 
time in brutal warfare in which injury inevitably led to 
death, capture to the unspeakable. 
What kind of courage drove these men forward? 
Where did they learn the discipline and the passion 
necessary to lead men into the Valley of Death and 
beyond, only to return having given the infidels what for? 
In school. These elite schools took the descendants of 
Arthur, William the Conqueror, and Oliver Cromwell · 
and turned them into Wellingtons, Gordons, and (later) 
Churchills. From the classro-om to the church to the 
playing field, Sacrifice, Discipline, and Courage were 
the watchwords of every schoolchild 's existence. 
At no school were these virtues more in evidence than 
at the Rugby School. And it was at Rugby one day that a 
student was struck with inspiration in the middle of an 
intramural soccer game. Would William the Conqueror 
have used only half of the resources at his command, 
when he could use them all? Would the Duke of 
Wellington? NO! Then why should I only use me feet 
when my arms are more suited for putting the ball in the 
net? He grabbed the ball and set out for the opponents' 
goal line. The other side, refusing to allow him to score, 
tackled en masse. His teammates saw his distress and 
rushed to his aid. Thus, the scrum entered the world. The 
police were called to break up the fracas, but enjoyed it 
so much, they forme·d their own team and took the 
winners. Thus, the Rugby tournament was born. And as 
that glorious day turned to night, the ,exhausted, but 
valiant ruggers were moved to lift their voices in song, 
praising the heavens and their own strength for seeing 
them through the day. 
Over the years, much has changed. Much, however, 
has remained the same. British soldiers still go over the 
top to the tune of the bagpipe and the valiant still 
challenge their own limitations. The game of rugby, too, 
has remained constant. No pads, no helmets, no zone 
defenses. Just shoulder on shoulder, soul to soul. Rugby 
was, and always will be, a series of one-on-one challenges, 
in which "gut-check" is a phrase with meaning, and in 
which one confronts both the depths and heights of one's 
own abilities. And yet, the game possesses a structure and 
poetry that may not be obvious to the untrained eye. The 
team that emerges victorious must not only win the one-
to-one battles, but must also play together and blend so 
that the sum of the whole is greater than the sum of its 
parts. 
The pain, the exhaustion, the glory. These are all 
reasons that the man of the BCLS Rugby Team play the 
game. And as winter turns to spring, the long hours the 
team has spent in training and denial will give way to the 
glories of the playing field. Watch for BC Law Rugby 
this spring- and hug a rugger! 
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BCLS Hockey Schedule 
January 
21 v. New England College of Optom-
etry (11 :00 pm at Cleveland Circle 
MDC) 
27 V. Redwings (Intramurals) 
(6:00 pm at Conte Forum) 
30 v. Harvard Business School 
(11:30 pm at Boston University) 
February 
4 V. Babson Business School 
(11:00 pm at Babson) 
7 V. Harvard Law School 
(11:30 pm at Boston University) 
11 V. New England College of Optom-
etry 
(11:30 pm at Boston University) 
25 V. Babson Business School 
(11:00 pm at Boston University) 
March 
4 v. to be scheduled 
(11:00 pm at Boston University) 
20 v. Boston University Medical School 
(10:00 pm at Boston University) 
Other games to be scheduled with BU Law, New 
England School of Law, Harvard Business and Harvard 
Law. 
On Being "Politically Correct" 
(Continued from page 4) 
examine why there is so much criticism about teaching 
tolerance at college. 
Die Hard 
One source of opposition is that old ways die hard. 
People do not like to change, and they do not like to be 
told they should change- particularly if this instruction 
carries an implicit message that their ways are somehow 
racist or sexist. As a result, tolerance must be taught in , 
such a way as to minimize. this message and, yet, to show 
that tolerance will produce a better society. People must 
understand, for instance, that calling women "girls" or 
constantly using only the masculine gender is a product 
of a way of socialization that carries no inherent norma-
tive value and, in fact, produces a society that is more 
indined to be demeaning toward women. As a matter of 
education, this understanding may be attainable when the 
lesson is couched in terms of fairness-considering 
people as entitled to equal dignity. While there is a time 
and a place for accusatory rhetoric, such rhetoric will 
tend to produce the "PC" objection when it comes too 
close to the curriculum. 
Because old ways die hard, teaching tolerance should 
be much easier at an earlier age. Beginning this lesson 
earlier should also defuse the ideological controversy 
inside the classroom. Just as youngsters learn about the 
freedom of the United States and the basic ideas of the 
Constitution in a fairly non-ideological manner, they 
should also learn that the diversity of this country means 
we all have to get along with each other. Because the 
curriculum must be basic and unideological at the earlier 
levels, many divisive topics such as the interpretation of 
Anglo culture as essentially oppressive diminish in rel-
evance at this stage. 
The elementary schools, however, have become more 
segregated over the past several years and have failed to 
deal with these issues. The sheernumber .:if students who 
for the first time encounter both these issues and diversity 
itself at college creates catastrophe. Colleges and univer-
sities must confront these issues by default, despite the 
greater likelihood for divisiveness over these issues 
among college students. 
In Black and White 
Proposals for a radical overhaul of the college cur-
riculum as a way to respond to these problems, however, 
may sometimes add to the problem. There is a great need 
for Americans to learn to empathize by learning about 
different points of view. The diversity of the American 
experience and the cultures of othernations are neglected 
in our education. Nevertheless, those who favor a cur-
riculum that abandons all vestiges of Western liberal 
thought in favor of teaching the oppressive nature of 
Anglo culture are also obfuscating the issues. Some of 
these more extreme proposals exacerbate the problem by 
what seems to be their essentially separatist agenda. 
Many white males are apt to see such proposals as 
restructuring the curriculum in a way that leaves them 
out. It is short step from this sentiment to cries of "PC" 
oppression. 
At bottom, however, the proposals for radical restruc-
turing aim to do away with the philosophical tenets that 
have produced one of the most assimilationist societies in 
the world. The United States has been extraordinarily 
successful at building such a diverse society primarily 
because it offers a definite, albeit malleable, culture that 
immigrants strive to be a part of. Education has been a 
major factor in this task. Confronting classical liberalism 
in both its genius and its limitations can be invaluable in 
both incorporating diverse peoples into mainstream cul-
ture and expanding mainstream culture to encompass 
new ways. There is, however, plenty of room in the 
curriculum to explore diverse cultures and perspectives, 
and some attention on the shrinking nature of the school 
year over the past few decades might provide the induce-
ment for finding more room still. 
Go To Class 
Indeed, even highly useful and completely non-radi-
cal elements in the curriculum may be contributing to the 
cries of McCarthyism. For instance, I have heard white 
males condemn courses in women's and black studies as 
radical indoctrination without having attended a single 
class. One of the more thoughtful conservative critiques 
points out that such courses may reinforce racial and 
gender divisions by creating segregated sub-colleges 
within the larger institution. Those students who might 
benefit most from learning about these subjects-the 
"dominant groups"-may feel a variety of external pres-
sures that keep them from even considering taking such 
a course. While I don't doubt the value of "reinforcing 
experiences" that members of various groups get out of 
such courses as they are currently structured, it seems to 
me that as a matter of education, at least some movement 
toward a curriculum that teaches all types of students and 
incorporates many of these subjects in a broader frame-
work may be more valuable. Such a movement might 
ensure that the lessons of tolerance and diversity reach 
the appropriate students and might help to legitimize this 
effort as a task that is central to the mainstream curricu-
lum. 
Less Filling! Tastes Great! 
While the most promising approach to resolving 
these issues would be efforts at the elementary and high 
school levels, the default of these institutions has left 
colleges and universities with no choice but to respond to 
the conflicts of difference. Exchanging charges of racism 
and McCarthyism does little to resolve these conflicts 
and does must to distort the issues. Looking for a consen-
sual approach to these issues poses the danger of bringing 
institutional changes that, in the long run, may diminish 
radical voices, which can serve a useful function in our 
democracy. This function is to express outrage in a 
manner that elements of society cannot ignore. Within 
the academy, however, I am afraid the clash of radical 
voices from all sides has seriously deterred responsible 
thinking on the issues. On~ start toward moderating the 
hysterical thinking that prevails would be more respon-
sible coverage by the media. 
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The New Law Revue-Co01in' Right at You 
More than 60 toe-tapping, talent-laden students auditions for this year's law Three-L Matt McGinnis, forming the left side of "Just An 'A'," is one of the 
revue show. Three-L John Tierney (second from right), here rehearsing for directors for this year's law revue show. The show will be at Robsham Theater 
1989's A Legal Line, is one of this year's directors. March 8 and 9. 
Political Campaigns EDITORIAL I 
(Continued from page 6) 
ans and his comparison of Jesse Jackson to Adolf Hitler 
are pretty low on the scale of reprehensibility. Many 
promine~t Democrats, however, had no trouble seeing 
the evil in Silber's message, even though it was somewhat 
more veiled than that of Duke, Helms and Williams. 
Leaders such as Boston Mayor Ray Flynn offered no 
support to Silber. The election of the much more reason-
able William Weld (whom the White House tried to 
prevent from gaining the Republican nomination in the 
early stages of the race) as governor of Massachusetts 
should send a signal to the White House that the politics 
of fear and hate do not hold promise for the future of the 
Republican Party. 
Operation Desert Storm 
The absence of articles and commentary about Operation Desert Storm and the Iraqi attacks on Israel does 
not reflect The Al/edger's concern for these events. 
Our production schedule did not allow fair or accurate coverage of the rapidly-changing situation in the 
Middle East. We would like to recognize, however, the efforts of3L Martha Lantz, who organized a dialogue 
between students and faculty members during a "teach-in" on Jan. 15. The well-attended event provided an 
opportunity to discuss the passing of the United Nations deadline for Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait. Other 
topics included the response of the United States and the emerging world order. 
The Al/edger we~comes submissions about the war in the Persian Gulf and on any other subject that may 
be of interest to the BCLS community. Our next deadline is Friday, February 1 at noon. 
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SESSIONS 
LI VE: BOSTON UN IVERS I TY SC:HOOL OF LAW 
LAW AUDITORIUM 
Monday, February 25, 6PM- l OPM 
LI VE: HARVARD LAW SCHOOL/ AMES COURTROOM 
(CLOSED CIRCIUT IN AUSTIN NORTH) 
Sunday, March 3, 1991 11 AM-3PM 
VIDEO: BOSTON COLLEGE LAW SCHOOL 
SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 1991 
11 AM-3PM 
--. ~~---------- - --- -
